HealthMap Newsletter August 2009
This is a low‐frequency newsletter from HealthMap.org. You are
receiving this message because you subscribed via our Web site.
In this issue:
• New Features
o NEJM Influenza A (H1N1)
o New Languages
o Social Networks
o HM Community (Participatory Epidemiology)
o E‐mail Alerts
o Data Sources
• Updates
o New Staff
• Publications & Presentations
• HealthMap in the News
• Opportunities

New Features
(1) NEJM Influenza A (H1N1): HealthMap collaborated on an exciting
project with the New England Journal of Medicine’s H1N1 Influenza
Center (http://h1n1.nejm.org/) in response to the H1N1 outbreak.
HealthMap developed an interactive map of worldwide cases of H1N1
influenza (http://healthmap.org/nejm). Although the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the World Health Organization
(WHO), and the Public Health Agency of Canada (PHAC) have stopped
providing official case counts; we continue to update the map and
provide weekly summaries in our blog
(http://healthmapblog.blogspot.com/) with global case count
information reported by unofficial sources.
As reported in Science Magazine, HealthMap provided one of the
earliest sources of information on H1N1:
http://blogs.sciencemag.org/scienceinsider/special/swine‐flu‐timeline.html
1 April HealthMap, a global disease alert system run by academics,
flags a news story from Mexico about a strange respiratory outbreak in
the state of Veracruz that has claimed two lives.
(2) New Languages: Arabic and Portuguese HealthMap are now available!
Infectious disease alerts are now being monitored in Portuguese and
Arabic in addition to Chinese, Spanish, French, Russian, and English.
HealthMap would like to especially thank Rita Rio, Luiz Jacintho da
Silva, Jack Woodall, and the staff at Argus for their translation
assistance, which made the addition of these two languages possible.

(3) Social Networks: Follow HealthMap on Twitter
(http://twitter.com/healthmap) to receive breaking news updates on the
Influenza A (H1N1) pandemic and health alerts of potential
international significance. In addition, HealthMap is now on
Facebook! Become a fan and take part in informal discussions on
ongoing outbreaks, disease warnings, and/or other events of public
health importance.
(4) HealthMap Community Participatory Epidemiology: HealthMap has
added the ability for our site visitors to add outbreaks or health
alerts to the map, available to the public via the “HealthMap
Community” feed. More than 700 alerts have already been added using
this feature since it went live in February. These contributions are
extremely valuable to our service, and we thank everyone who has
helped us to improve HealthMap. To join the users already
contributing, enter the URL of the new health alert and your email
address directly below the map on the main HealthMap page.
(5) Email Alerts: We continue to provide emails for health alerts of
potential international significance, as determined by interpretation
of the WHO Interim Guidance for the use of Annex 2 of the
International Health Regulations (2005). If you are interested in
signing up for these announcements, please click the link below. You
will always have the option to later disable these messages.
http://healthmap.org/admin/emailpref.php?f=2&tkt=d92c5
(6) Data Sources: HealthMap is now monitoring disease alerts from the
World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) and from ProMED’s new
East Africa network (ProMED‐EAFR). For more information about
ProMED’s initiative focusing on emerging infectious diseases in East
Africa please visit: http://eafr.promedmail.org/.

Updates
(1) New Staff: The HealthMap team has grown yet again! Sumiko
Mekaru, DVM, MPVM, MLIS is a veterinarian and epidemiologist
interested in environmental factors contributing to infectious disease
outbreaks. She joins us as a Researcher, as she is also working on
completing her dissertation at Boston University’s School of Public
Health.
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Opportunities
We continue to seek help from anyone with multilingual abilities and
a background in epidemiology and/or public health. In particular, we
are seeking individuals fluent in Vietnamese, Khmer, Thai, Lao,
Burmese, and Mandarin. Please contact us at info@healthmap.org if you
are interested in helping us monitor outbreak news in these additional
languages. We hope you find the new design and features of HealthMap
useful. Please continue to let us know how we might improve
HealthMap.
Best regards,
The HealthMap Team
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